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ANOT11ER CHESAPEAKE AFFAIR.
New York, December 20..The steamship

Morning Star, from 'New Orleans on Decem¬
ber lo, via Havana on the loth, lias arrived
here. She brings a hundred thou-and dollars
in specie, and eleven hundred hales of cotton.

Among her passengers is Gen. Weitzel and i

staff, who have been transferred to Gen. But- j
ler's department, in compliance with his wish, j
The Morning Star also brings as passengers j
C'apt. James Nieho's and Walker Greenough.
supereaigoof the schooner Joseph L. Gerety,
which was captured the second day out from
31 'it amoras.

Capt. Nichols reports that he left Matamoras
November loth, bound for New York, with a

cargo or cotton and six passengers. On the
night of the 17 th the passengers, with drawn!
revolvers, surprised and iu)|risoned the cap- |
tain and erew, and took possession of the j
vessel. The captors, after keeping the
crew in confinement eight days, put all hands
in a small boat and told them to find their way
to land the best way they could. They land¬
ed on the coast of Sisai, after two days and j
nights at sea. There they got passage to IIa- |
vana.
The passengers' names were T. E. Hogg,

Baltimore; J. Brown, of Canada; James
Clements, Kelly Brown, and John \\ ilson.
He ^ays there are four more in Matamoras

waking fur chances like this. .After they put!
the captain and crew in small boats, they hoist- j
c-J the Confederate flag. When asked whither j
they were bound, they said to Balize, Ilondn-j
ras, where they could sell the vessel and cargo.
The vessel was owned by Franc.s Gerety, of j
New York.

Gen. Ilurlbut, at. Memphis, Tenn.« has is¬
sued a special order to the effect that ;'guards
be established on three designated roads lead¬

ing into the city. Cotton will be admitted on

the roads, but none other than officers in

charge of pickets will make memorandums ol

the name of the owner, consigner and con¬

signee, mark the number of bales, and report
the names daily to the local Treasury agent,.
The time of day is also specified when cotton

and produce may be brought in, and otherwise
than in compliance with this order will be
seized. The commanders at La Grange, Cor¬
inth and Columbus will ue authorized to make
similar regulations at the posts named when,
in their judgment, the state of their com¬

mands and the adjacent country will permit."
ill TBI"

.The New Orleans Picayune of the 9th, has
received inclination confirming the reported

j recapture by the Mexican?, of Puebla, from the

irench. There was no resistance, the number
of troops being small, and retiring before Gen¬
erals Beriozabel and Negrete, who occupied
tue place at the head of about five thousand
iiieo.

j THE EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS.

| J he National intelligencer ol this morning
I says :. "Gen. Hitchcock, who visited Fortress
I . _

; Monroe last week on the subject of an exchange
of prisoners, made but a brief stay there. We
learn that he had a conference with Gen. But¬
ler on this important question, the result of
which was that the latter officer is authorized
to send to City IVir r six or eight hundred Con¬
federate prisoners, with an offer to Commis¬
sioner Ould to exchange them, man for man.

<.I i

If this experiment proves successful, exchanges
on this basis will be resumed. The stuteme* :

that any instructions have been given tending
to ignore the rights of prisoners of war of the

ncgrojsoldiers whom the Confederates have

captured, whether originally bond or free, is in¬
correct. On the contrary, it is said that the
most stringent orders have been recently issued
under which the Confederate authorities are

to be held to strict accountability with regard
to this description of prisoners. Forty-five
thousand Confederate prisoners are now in
oar possession.
Among the documents appended to the Re¬

port of the U. S. Secretary of the Navy, are

t!i$* reports of the officers commanding the
Monitors, v.hen admiral Dupont made his at- j
tack upon Charleston. According to these re- j
p jits the Monitors were much more seriously j
damaged by tlie tire from the Confederate de- j
fences, than has been generally supposed; J
and they go far to show that Admiral Pupont j
cjuld not, under the circumstance j, have doi.e j
more than he did. Some ol 'he officers ex-

press unfavorable opinions as to trie efficiency
of Monitors against strong fortifications. i

The Committee or Jwuc-ioiis of the House oi

ilepresentaiives of the U. S. have now befon
! cheai five contested ea.-es lroni Missouri, two

.from Pennsylvania, one from Massachusetts,
one from Kentucky, one from Maryland, one

! from Iowa, arid one from Virginia.
During the last three months the N. Y.

Herald has advocated the Presidential claims
of McClellan. Lincoln, Banks, i>!air, Seward

i '

and Chase. It lias now iound a new candi¬
date in the person of Gen. Grant.
The N. Y. Herald s Charleston letter says:

! "The lamous floating battery, which was used

| against Fort Sumter when Anderson held it, !

\ broke adrift in the last gale and smashed j
I through and carried away the obstructions,
and now lies ashore near the north end ot

Folly Island. She was formerly plated with
railroad iron, bat that had been lemoved for

other purposes.
"

It is now thought that the Atlantic Cable
will not be laid next year, as has been intend-
.ed it should ; a, many experiments on differ¬
ent plans in the construction of the Cable
have consumed much lime, and are likely to

consume much more before it is done with.

Commodore V an Brunt, of the United
States navy, died last week at DedLam, Mas-
^ehiuetts.

A ease is before the Supreme Court of the
I U. S. presenting chefollowing features: Judge
; Roosevelt, ot New York, sued upon a bond..
| The defendant offered him le^ral tender note?.
He refused to take them, and an issue was

t

i then made in one of the Courts of the State,
j The decision there rendered was against the
J constitutionality of the act of Congress. The
! ease was taken by appeal to the Court of Ap-
| peuls of New York, where the decision was

| reversed. Judge Boosevelt then took out u

i wiit of error to bring it before the Supreme
I Court. The defendant iu error has moved to

j dismiss the writ of error.

Some commotion was caused in the XT. S.
j House of Representatives on Thursday by the
1 resolutions introduced by Mr. Smith, of Ken¬
tucky, pledging the House to a vigorous pros-

' ecution of the war, and declaring against any
armistice or intervention while a Rebel remained
in arms, &e. The resolutions were voted for
separately, and upon the second and third res¬

olutions the vote was unanimous, with the ex¬

ception of Benjamin G. Harris, of Maryland.
Capt. Newhall, formerly of the 3d Pa. cav-

a.ry. but at the time of his death A. A. G. on

Gen. Gregg's staff, was drowi.ed last Friday
night, while crossing a small creek this side of
the Rappahannock. Capt. N. had just been to

headquarters of the Army of the Potomac to

have a leave of absence signed, and was return-
lUg to hlS QUZirtcra wbcu liiC UCClCiefiL OCCUITCU,

Accounts from the Western Plains repre¬
sent irreat suffering among men and stock in

coufiCQuence ol severe snow storms. No hay
or grass could be hud. and stock were djing oil

by hundreds, and many livts are known to

have been lost by tlie intense cold. As over

one hundred trains have been sent out. much

anxiety is felt for their safety, Fourteen iujch-
es of snow has fallen heie. and much ul ithav-

i ing diilted; aii the roads were blockaded. JS'o
mails have been received at Leavenworth lor

three days.
The special correspondent cf the Baltimore

American irom Charleston harbor writes on

j the 13th inst. that the Confederate obstrue-

; lions there are being washed away by the
stormy weather, large numbers of heavy tim*

i

bers floating down with the tide. The
bombardment of the city was actively pro-

| gressing.
i The gold market in New York became
much cxcitcd last week by the intelligence
from Liverpool that the Bank of England had
raised the rate of interest to nine per cent., a

rate almost unprecedented.
There are six thousand eight hundred and

twenty-five names before the U. S. Senate Mili¬
tary Committee l'or confirmation. The list is
intert sting. Among the number are over forty
brigadiers and many major generals. An

equally great number of applicants are before
the President and Secretary of War.

President Lincoln issued a proclamation on

the 16th instant, suspending certain tonage
and import duties on the ships of Nicaragua.


